
 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING 
 

STATUTORY LICENSING 
COMMITTEE MEETING 

 
WEDNESDAY, 20TH APRIL, 2022 

 
 

PRESENT:  
 

Councillor   C Tovey (Chair) 

 Councillors M Colbran and S Thomas 
  
 Officers: 

S Jones (Senior Solicitor) and R Furmage (Licensing Officer) 
  

  
 M Morgan (Democratic Services Officer) 
 

ITEM 
NO. 

AGENDA MATTER DECISION 

809   Apologies for absence No apologies for absence were received as all Members 
were present. 

810   Declarations of Interest No Declarations of Interest were made. 

811   Application to Vary a 
Premises Licence - 
The Taffy, Bethesda 
Street, Merthyr Tydfil, 
CF47 8LR 

The Chair welcomed Mrs S Hier the applicant, S Foley 
supporter for the applicant, D Meyrick and G Harrington 
residents and Councillor C Jones Ward Member 
representing local residents to the Meeting. 
 
Simon Jones Solicitor then outlined the procedure for the 
hearing. 
 
Rhys Furmage Licensing Officer then led the Committee in 
detail through the report in relation to ‘Application to Vary a 
Premises Licence – The Taffy, Bethesda Street, Merthyr 
Tydfil, CF47 8LR’. 
 
Rhys Furmage also advised that a further objection had 



 
 
 
 
   

been received within the objection time period and therefore 
had been omitted from the report but that this objection 
would be shared with the Committee. 
 
Simon Jones then referred the Committee to the application 
and shared on screen a map showing the location of the 
property and the proposed beer garden. 
 
Simon Jones also shared on screen the objections that had 
been received from residents and gave details of the 
reasons raised by residents against the application. 
 
A further letter of objection was also read out to the 
Committee together with a further statement of objection 
from residents who had made written representation but 
were unable to attend the Meeting. 
 
G Harrington then made representations to the Committee 
against the proposal and advised that complaints had been 
made to Public Health regarding the fall out at night. 
 
D Meyrick then advised that at 11.15 pm on Good Friday a 
gang of boys had urinated in the hedge which was totally 
unacceptable and that there were also cans and bottles 
littered. 
 
Councillor C Jones then made representation on behalf of 
the residents and advised that there was a long history of 
issues that had been recorded on the Police data base and 
there had been complaints over a long period of time. 
 
He stated that the problems were continuing and that the 
residents deserved peace and quiet and that the application 
to extend the beer garden to accommodate up to forty 
people would cause problems as there was currently 
problems with four people using the smoking area. 
 
Councillor Jones also referred to the extension of the 
current Licence and that daytime hours would mean 
disturbance in the day time to the residents. 
 
He further stated that the residents deserved better and 
could not see how a beer garden could be looked after if 
there was up to forty people in the facility. 
 
S Foley speaking on behalf of the applicant referred to a 
letter the had been sent to the Licensing Officer addressing 
the objections but had been outside the time period. 
 
Ms Foley advised that Mrs Hier had managed the Lanterns 
for nine years with no issues where Police had been called 
and no complaints and that most of the clientele had gone 
with her and were older people who had a drink in the day.  
No complaints had been received from neighbours or the 
Police and that Mrs Hier wanted to be part of the 
community. 
 
With regard to people urinating in the area it could not be 
proven that these were customers of the Taffy and that 



 
 
 
 
   

anyone was welcome to view the CCTV. The juke box was 
controlled from behind the bar and that it could be set to a 
low noise level.  A lot of the problems were being attributed 
to Mrs Hier and that Mrs Hier would be out in the garden 
area together with the availability of CCTV. The Griffin 
(Formerly Lanterns) also had music at night. 
 
In response to a question regarding cans, Mrs Hier advised 
that customers were not allowed to go out the front with a 
can.  With regard to Parking there was only one member of 
staff who would park outside as most customers did not 
drive and that parking problems could not be attributed to 
Taffy’s. 
 
Mrs Hier also gave an explanation of the proposals to block 
off the steps at the side and the alteration to the height of 
the fence. 
 
A resident stated that there was more than one car parked 
and that parking was causing a lot of problems. 
 
Simon Jones then shared with the Committee on screen a 
view of the area around the Taffy bar and The Griffin and 
that the five tables requested would accommodate forty 
people. 
 
The Committee also viewed the proposed beer garden 
area, the steps that were proposed to be blocked off and 
the fencing that the applicant proposed to raise in height 
and the location of other dwellings and properties in the 
vicinity. 
 
Mrs Hier stated that she wanted to work with the community 
and that she could be contacted directly and would address 
issues immediately.  She was also happy to reduce the 
numbers outside and to set a music level.  With regard to 
opening times it was 11.00pm now with a drinking up time 
and that amended times would allow customers to come out 
at different times and that she wished to build trust with the 
community. 
 
A resident referred to smoking outside the front door and 
Mrs Hier advised that she did not allow smoking outside 
and was happy to share CCTV footage. 
 
Mrs Hier also advised that the Taffy was closed at 10.00pm 
on Good Friday and that the people urinating in the area 
had not come from Taffy’s.  Most nights the premises were 
closed at 10.00pm and that once the regulars left she did 
not have walk in trade and that she wanted a fair chance for 
the business. 
 
Councillor Jones stated that to reduce the number of tables 
would make no difference as the  houses were close and 
that there were young children and the it should not be next 
to where people are living and it could not be supposed that 
it would not happen and the lives of the residents were 
important. 
 



 
 
 
 
   

Ms Foley concurred that the residents lives were important 
and that there was CCTV monitoring the area and Mrs Hier 
stated that there was another Public House close by and 
that this premises had a Licence until 12 midnight. 
 
Mrs Hier stated that she wanted a fair chance to prove to 
the residents and referred to the history of the building and 
that she was not being allowed to have a fair chance. 
 
The Chair then thanked all parties for attending and for their 
submissions. 
 
Simon Jones then gave details of the decision making 
process and how the parties would be advised of the 
decision reached by the Committee. 
 
All parties then left the Meeting. 
 
Considerable debate then ensued on the application with 
the Committee having to consider the two issues of the 
additional Licensing hours and the use of the outside area. 
 
The Members then agreed that they would support the 
removal of the condition in relation to no drinking outside 
but limit the number of tables in the garden to two tables 
with a maximum of sixteen customers.  In doing so the 
Members agreed to add the Beer Garden to the Premises 
Licence. 
 
Members also supported the blocking off of the steps and 
the raising of the fence. 
 
Members also agreed the extra hours being sought for 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday for music and alcohol sales 
- an additional thirty Minutes taking Stop Tap to 11.30 pm 
with a drinking up time of thirty minutes taking the closure of 
the premises to 12 midnight. 

 
Members also agreed an additional thirty minutes on the 
Closing time from Sunday to Wednesday to allow for 
drinking up. 
 
Resolved that: 
 
The application to vary and modify the conditions of the 
Licence by amending, omitting or adding to them as they 
deem necessary for the promotion of the Licensing 
objectives be Granted.   

812   Any other business 
deemed Urgent by the 
Chair 

The Chair advised that there was no business deemed 
urgent. 

 
 

 


